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APPROACHES TO HADITH AMONGST THE TWELVER SHI'A: AN
ANALYTICAL AND CRITICAL STUDY

By
Ahmad A. Snobar

Supervisor
Dr. Sharaf M. Al-Qudat, Prof.

ABSTRACT

This dissertation deals with the various approaches to hadith amongst the
Twelver  Shi'a, both the Akhbari and Usuli schools of them. It shows the differences
between each school's approach, the manifestation of conflict between them, and
analyzes and criticizes with the aim of showing the reality of Twelver hadith narrations
and compilations from the centuries when the narrations supposedly took place until
our time. This is done through the presentation of these approaches and the differences
between them. The researcher attempted to read most of the books concerning Twelver
narrations to draw upon what is necessary for this research and then embarked upon
arranging, considering and critically analyzing the results.

Some important conclusions of this research are: that there is no eliability in
Twelver hadith narrations and in their hadith sciences due to a lack of methodology and
the disorder that eventually befell it, that the Twelve Imams have nothing to do with the
narrations of the Twelver Shi'a, that the Twelvers do not have any methodology behind
their hadith narrations and that they simply copied the Sunni methodology and
systemization of hadith toward the end of the seventh Hijri century, then copied the
Sunni hadith science terminology in the tenth Hijri century- the Twelvers then faced
disorder and problems as the Akhbari's rejected this systemization and specific
terminology because it was taken from Sunni scholarship claiming it does not fit the
Twelver reality. Other conclusions of this research are: that the Twelver hadith
transmitters and transmissions are surrounded by uncertainty and doubt, that one of the
primary hadith collections of the Twelvers, al-Kafi, is very problematic, that there are
contradictions in the transmission of the agreed upon narrations, that there are
distortions in al-Tusi's narrations. This is some of what will be shown in this research.



