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Al-Emam Al-Khattabi's Approach to Problematic Hadith Based on his 

book: 'Alamu AL hadith in the Explanation of Saheeh alBukhari 
By 

Sundus Ibrahim Mahmoud Rian 
Supervisor 

Dr Mohammad Ragheb al-Jitaan 

Abstract 

This study aims at identifying Imam al-Khatabi approach in dealing with 

equivocal hadith as shown in his book ("A'alaam al-Hadith" (Interpretation 

of Sahih al-Bukhari)). It also traces the most significant political and 

scientific repercussions of his era and the way they affected the Imam. The 

research also aims to identify the most important features of his approach 

including combing between theory and practice and formulating rules that 

reflect the basics of his approach. Among the main rules are: the reasons, 

types and significance of equivocal hadiths, the techniques for 

disambiguating equivocation together with practical examples, the evidence 

that he used, the main strategies of presenting this field of science, and the 

main features of his approach from a pure critical perspective.  

The study findings show that the concept of equivocation for the Imam 

relates considerably to authentic hadiths that violate a religious evidence 

(verse or hadith) or contradict mental, scientific, or sensational proofs. 

The study also shows that al-Khatabi is very close to the majority of 

Muslim scholars in disambiguating equivocation as he prioritizes the 

principle of al-jam' (combining) over giving preponderance and 

cancellation/abrogation principles. The Imam also employs two 

approaches: understanding the exact meanings of hadith words and 

expressions that was used by Ibn Qutaybah and Al-Tahawi, and 

distinguishing between hadith resources; this last technique is used by al-

Khattabi only.  
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