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The Employment of ""Religious Anthropology" in the Study of the Prophetic
Sunnah
- Presentation and Criticism —

Dr: Mohamed Ramdhani
Senior Lecturer
Specialty: Sciences of Sunnah
Faculty of Religion Foundations/ Emir Abdelkader University for Islamic
Sciences- Constantine-Algeria

Abstract :

The paper deals with the presentation and critical analysis of one of the most
important modern methods in the study of the Prophetic Sunnah, which is very
frequent in the writings of contemporary rational discourse in the context of the
establishment and justification of its intellectual project aimed at (re-criticism and
reading the prophetic text).

This method is based on the use of the science of "religious anthropology", which is
concerned with the study of human societies and their cultural, social and political
patterns, their affection and influence in others, also the major influences on the
formation of the religious beliefs of these societies, Especially the religious texts (the
prophetic text here) -, by identifying their resources and their tributaries. The
contemporary rational discourse tries to invest in the study of this science in the
interpretation of the emergence of full sections of Hadith narrations, especially
concerning miracles, unseen world, the beginning of creation and the news of
previous and latter prophets and nations, And the Hadiths of last day signs as The
Antichrist, Djassassa, stories of sedition, clashes, last day... and other issues that its
apparent contradicts the evidence of reason and sense.

The most important anthropological sections employed in the study of Sunnah texts
can be summarized as follows:

Y- Mythology
Y - The infiltration of former religious elements (Israeli and Christian ...) to the
Prophet's Sunnah

Y - the impact of the cultural precedents that prevailed among the Arabs before Islam
¢ - the influence of religious imagination in the formation of narrations.

The paper aims to study this employment and determine the extent to which it meets
the conditions of objectivity, scientific.. and other conditions of scientific research,
and the subject is consistent with the main axes of the conference as it studies one of
contemporary applications of human sciences in the study of Hadith text.
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