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The Narrators about Whose Weakness Abu Hatim al-Razi Violated Al-Bukhari

Abdrabo Abu Saileek*

ABSTRACT

This study investigates the status of number of narrators about whose weakness Abu Hatim al-Razi
violated Imam Bukhari. This is in order to highlight the reasons behind this disagreement and to compare
and illustrate Abu Hatim's and al-Bukhari's approaches to this issue. The researcher reaches a number of
conclusions of which are: the two imams are of the pioneers of the subject of hadith criticism; however each
of the two scholars had his own distinctive approach by which he was distinguished judging narrators. For
example, al-Bukhari lists among weak narrators any narrator who was described as weak regardless whether
this weakness was a relative or an absolute one. This does not necessary mean that all of such narrators were
weak from his point of view. On the contrast, Abu Hatim has not labeled as weak the narrators whose
weakness was a relative one. This is because this kind of weakness is not an absolute one.

Keywords: Criticism, Weak Narrators, Biographies of Hadith Narrators, The Science of Validating and
Invalidating of Narrators.
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