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Abstract

This dissertation presents an analytical and applied study in the
field of Mukhtalif al-Hadith (the science of reconciling
apparently contradictory hadiths), through examining the
methodological approach of al-Hafiz Zayn al-Din al-‘Iraqi (d.
806 AH) in addressing seemingly conflicting prophetic
traditions. The study applies his methodology to the case of the
cessation of Hijrah (migration) after the conquest of Makkah,
and extends the analysis to other related issues such as the
number of natural acts of fitrah, the ruling on siwak (tooth-
stick), purification with water used by women, the amount of
water used for ghusl (ritual bath), and the incident of ‘A’ishah’s
lost necklace.

The dissertation begins with a theoretical introduction defining
Mukhtalif and Mushkil al-Hadith, their linguistic and technical
meanings, the causes of apparent contradiction, and the major
scholarly approaches to resolving them. It then offers a critical
and comparative analysis of al-‘Iragqi’s methodology in
reconciling and preferring among hadiths, showing how he
integrated the principles of hadith criticism (riwayah and
dirayah) with usul al-figh and linguistic interpretation.

The study employs a comparative analytical method, collecting
relevant hadiths, verifying their authenticity, analyzing their
chains of transmission and textual meanings, and comparing al-
‘Iraqi’s approach with those of other leading scholars.

The research concludes that contradictions among authentic
hadiths are only apparent, not real; reconciliation (al-jam*) takes
precedence over abrogation (naskh) or preference (tarjih); and
that al-‘Iraqi’s methodology represents a balanced synthesis
between the precision of hadith scholars and the reasoning of
jurists.
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The study recommends reviving the study of Mukhtalif al-
Hadith in modern hadith curricula, as it safeguards the Sunnah
from misinterpretation and reveals its perfect harmony and
coherence.

Keywords: Mukhtalif al-Hadith, Zayn al-Din al-‘Iraqi, Hadith
methodology, reconciliation of hadiths, Hijrah (migration),
apparent contradiction, usul al-figh, Sunnah studies.
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