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Abstract

This study, in its theoretical part, addressed the status of the Prophetic
tradition (Sunnah) in Islamic legislation and the fundamental aspects of the
methodology of criticism among the scholars of Hadith (Muhadditheen). It also
discussed the concept of modernity, its foundations, and its most important
principles, as well as the methodological characteristics of criticism among
modernists and their approaches to criticizing the Prophetic tradition through the
examination of some doubts. The theoretical study concluded by highlighting
the clear and substantial differences between the methodology of Muhadditheen
and that of modernists in dealing with religious texts. Modernists relied on tools
and mechanisms in criticism derived from Western thought, which led to
conclusions that were far from the scientific facts established by the authentic
Islamic methodology. It also exposed the weakness of the evidence upon which
modernists relied in their doubts about the Prophetic tradition.

In its practical part, this critical study examined the book "Sahih Al-
Bukhari: The End of a Myth" by Rashid Aylal. This examination included an
external analysis to understand the author's methodology and stylistic features,
as well as an internal discussion of the doubts he raised in his book, aiming to
criticize Imam Al-Bukhari and his collection of authentic Hadith. This critical
study concluded that Rashid Aylal lacks the scholarly and literary competence to
write on this specialized topic due to significant deficiencies in his methodology
of argumentation, the absence of scholarly integrity, and his inability to address
the fundamental issues he set out to tackle in his book.

Keywords: Prophetic tradition (Sunnah), Hadith criticism, Muhadditheen,
modernists, modernity, doubts, Sahih Al-Bukhari.



