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Opinion and Hadith between the Jurisprudence
schools of Hijaz and Iraq in the second and third century
AH, an objective study

Abdul Rahman Nuri Al-Mutawa.

Department of Islamic Studies, College of Basic
Education, Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training, Kuwait.

E-mail : AbdulRahmanNuril 9@gmail.com.

Abstract:

The early second century Hijri is viewed as the era that
saw the categorization of scholars and jurists into various
schools of thought which spread across various Islamic
regions. Each of these schools had an independent approach
and a vision that differed from the other in dealing with issues
of jurisprudence, rulings, and new legislations. Despite the
multiplicity of schools of jurisprudence that arose at that time,
the jurists in Iraq (in Kufa or Basra) and the jurists in the Hijaz
(in Makkah or Madinah) were more distinguished and
prominent than others, to the extent where Iraqi jurists were
singled out in the name of the ‘People of Opinion”, and the
jurists of Hijaz in the name of the “People of Hadith”. The
rivalry between the two schools intensified, and each group
became more attached and affiliated to their sheikhs. This
competition reached to the point of accusations and belittling
of one another in matters related to Opinion and Hadith. It
was reported that Imam Malik said about the people of Iraq
“‘Give them the status of the People of the Book; do not
believe them, do not deny them, and say we believed in what
was revealed to us and revealed to you".

The opinion and the hadith were the distinction and the
essence of the disagreement between the two schools. So,
what is the position of contemporary scholars regarding the

validity of using the terms “People of Opinion” on the jurists of
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Iraq and the “People of Hadith” on the scholars of the Hijaz?
And did the introduction and reliance on Opinion differ greatly

between the jurists of Iraq and the Hijaz? Is the scope of
knowledge of the Iraqi jurists in Hadith that weak, and cannot
be relied on¢

To answer these questions, it was necessary for the
study to explore the trends scholars used in categorizing the
jurists of the second and third centuries Hijri into scholars of
Hadith and Opinion; and to trace the reasons from which each
trend evolved, by looking at what contemporary jurists said in
their jurisprudence studies and what they wrote in the
introductions to Sharia sciences, and by studying the
scholars' curricula and their classification in the first three
centuries.

The study found that both the scholars and jurists of
Iraq and the Hijaz are at par with regards to Hadith— whether
in the number of Hadith reported or the Sheikhs they reported
from. This parity was due to frequent study trips and
continuous meetings with scholars, especially in Makkah Al-
Mukarramah. The two schools of jurisprudence use opinion in
a close manner and similar forms, and it is evident in each of
the schools what had emerged from opinion and more.
Key words: Opinion , Hadith , Iraq , Hijaz .
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