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Imam al-Khattabi’s choices in his book Gharib

al-Hadith: A balanced linguistic study
Taha Abdul Rahman Omar Abdul Rahman
Department: Language Origins - Faculty of Arabic Language in Assiut -
Al-Azhar University - Egypt.

Email: raha-abdelrhman.47@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

God sent down the Qur’an to His Messenger, may God bless him and grant him
peace, to make clear to the people what had been sent down to them. His Sunnah
(may God bless him and grant him peace) was clear to him, so he (may God bless
him and grant him peace) spoke, and he was the most eloquent of those who said
the opposite, and the Companions and those who came after them until the third
century AH understood what he meant (may God bless him and grant him peace).
Then the hadith did not have its notable figures. With the extinction of the three
centuries and the delay of time, and it was transmitted by the hands of the non-
Arabs, and the narrators increased, but the shepherds became few among them, so
the melody became widespread and the accent entered the tongues. The opinion of
the scholars who are keen on religion is the opinion of composing in the melodies
of the common people and writing books that alert to these errors, and to
composing in other topics, including what deals with the collection of strange
hadiths.) To interpret ambiguous words and meanings. Al-Khattabi contributed
great effort to Ghareeb Hadith in this field, and from here lies the importance of
this research. Al-Khattabi wrote Gharib al-Hadith in an era in which melody was
widespread, until it was transmitted to scholars. One of the reasons for my choosing
the book Gharib al-Hadith by al-Khattabi is that it is a very good book, in which he
mentioned what his predecessors had not mentioned. Therefore, there is no book he
composed yet (Gharib al-Hadith by al-Khattabi) that is related to hadith. Or
strange, as well as linguistic books, except taken from this book. The aim of this
research is to present Al-Khattabi’s choices in his interpretation of the strange
words of the hadith at the table of scientific research, through a linguistic study
that balances all the opinions that have been said regarding the interpretation of
the hadith. A desire to find out the best opinions and those closest to what the
Messenger of God (peace and blessings be upon him) wanted. One of the most
important results that resulted from the study was that Al-Khattabi was
distinguished in many of his choices by accuracy and good analysis, even if there
were some of the choices that bore another, stronger side. He was sometimes
accused of not being systematic in denying some narrations, as he might deny some
hadith narrations without Sufficient justification.

Keywords: Linguistic, rhetorical, hadith, choices, balancing.
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