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W.M.Watt: The Biography of The Prophet in Recent Research, Islamic Quartery,
London, 1954,

Rudi Parret: European Research on Life and Work of Prophet Muhammad.
JPHS Pakistan,1958.
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Muhammad. A Biography of the Prophet:

« Not just a sympathic book that would dispel the misconceptions and misgivings
of its western readers; but also a book that is of considerable importance to
muslims ».

1.5 .Y The Economist s~ 2 Js

« Respectiful without being reverential, knowledgeable without being pedantic
and above all readable. It succeeds because Armstrong brings Muhammad to life as
a fully rounded human being »

02 G sl w13 O ey Muhammad A Prophet for our time :sts™ e awis J,3) J&5 ¢,
RIS PPN R

«To glimpse how the vaste majority of the world’s muslims understand their
prophet and their faith, karen Armstrong’s short biography is a good place to

starty.
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Orientalism : the term Orientalism has come to denote a broader complex of
discursive assumptions and institutional (especially academicy practices that regulate
the understanding, appreciation and domination of theWest’s -more precisely
Europe’s-supposed “Other.” In the study of religion both from confessional
dogmatic and secular comparatist perspectives Orzentalism evokes the tendency to
mystify, caricature, homogenize,and petrify Asian and North African cultural
systems,whether via idealization or via demonization, viewing themas contrasting
to and often opposing such “Western” concepts as privatized and rationalized
belief or the separation of church and state. Encyclopedia of Religion, Lindsay
Jones, editor in chiet. USA, 2nd ed.2005.Vol.10.p.6881.

Orientalisme :n.m. Ensemble des sciences humaines relatives aux peuples de

Porient. Larrousse Encyclopedique en couleurs, France Loisirs Paris,vol. 16.p.6775.
PVl sl O 0B 3y
Orientalisme :n.m. Science, Connaissance de L’histoire, de la civilisation, des

langues, de la letterature et des beaux arts des peuples orientaux. Dictionnaire

Encyclopédique Quillet, Edition Quillet, Paris, éd 1990, Vol 7 pp 4798-4799.
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(1)Watt. Muhammad at Mecca, Introduction p. x

P iYL el
«In so far as Christianity is in contact with Islam, Christians must adopt some
attitude towards Muhammad and that attitude ought to be based on theological
principles. I would readily admit that my book is incomplete in this respect, but
would claim that it presents Christians with the historical material which must be
taken into account in forming the theological judgement”.
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Muhammad Prophet and Statesman, pp 196-201.
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«He was a man in whom creative imagination worked at deep levels and
produced ideas relevant to central questions of human existance ».
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1y Ibid, p196. . 2y 2,
"Vindictive thoughts died out of Mecca... The thoughts of Mahomet, on the other
hand, from the day of his flight, were not thought of peace. In his revelation
vengeance was threatened against his enemies a vengeance not postponed to a
future life,but immediate and overwhelming even now. Sheltered in his present
refuge, he might become the agent for executing the divine sentence, and at the
same time truimphantly impose the true religion on those who had rejected it.
Hostility to the Coreish lay a seed germinating in his heart; it wanted but a
favourable opportunity to spring up"
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3)- Lord Headley: A Western Awakening To Islam, J.S. Philips 99 Shoe Lane,
London.
- Lord Headley: The Three Great Prophets of The World; Moses, Jesus and
Muhammad, 1% printed january 1923, London.
- Al Hajj Lord Headley (Al Forooq): The Affinity Between The Original Church
of Jesus christ and Islam, London.

- Al Hajj Lord Headley (Al Forooqy: Where The East meets West, In The Islamic
Reviewissue for June—July 1923, London.

- Al Hajj Lord Headley (Al Forooq): Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din and Lord Headley in
Egypt, In The Islamic Review issue for September 1923, London.
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(1y Lord Headley: A Western Awakening To Islam, J.S. Philips 99 Shoe Lane,
London, Chap 3, pp 48-58.
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(1y Lord Headley: The Three Great Prophets of The World; Moses, Jesus and

Muhammad, 1% printed january 1923, London, chap 6, pp 97-116.
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3) Lord Headley: The Three Great Prophets of The World, chap 1, pp 19-20.
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1y Ibid, chap 2, pp 33-34. Al Hajj Lord Headley (Al Forooq): The Affinity
Between The Original Church of Jesus Christ and Islam, London, chap 7, pp 135-
136.
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(1y Muhammad A Biography of the prophet: p 80. : ,» k;LAI\ ey

« One Maysara who accompanied him, saw many strange thinks, which he duly
reported back to Khadija. A monk, he claimed, he taken him aside and told him
that Muhammad was the prophet whose coming was so eagerly awated in Arabia.
Later and to his astonishment, he said, he had seen two angels shading Muhammad
from the fierce sun. When Khadija heard this stories, she went straight to consult
her cousin Waraqga Ibn Nautfal, the hanif, who had become a christian and had
studied the scruptures. Waraqa was also eagerly awaiting the Arabian prophet,
however, and he heard Khadija’s news he exclaimed:’If this is true, Khadija, verely

Muhammad is the prophet of this people”.
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« The old tribal ethic aftected the Qu’ranic message ».

3) « Muhammad was aware that, despite its roots in the old pagan tradition, his
revelation from Allah would threaten the more conservation Quraysh, whish was
one reason why he kept a low profile for the first three years of his misson ». Karen

Armstrong: Muhammad A Biography of the Prophet, p102.
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(1) « So in the Dhu al-hijja, the traditional month for the hajj, Muhammad
announced that he would lead the pilgrimage him self that year...and Muhammad
was determined to root his new religion into the sacred traditions of the
Arabs...He began to utter the ancient cry of the pilgrims ‘here I am at your
service, oh God’ then he began to lead them through the old pegan rituals so dear
to the hearts of the Arabs, giving them a new significance at the same time as he
was assuring an essential and creative continuity with the past,. Karen
Armstrong:ibid, pp 252-253.
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4 « For the first two years, Muhammad kept quiet about this revelation,
confinding only in his wife khadijah and her cousin, Waraka ibn Nawtfal who had
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converted to christianity. Both encaraged him to believe that this was a genuine
revelation from God, who had chosen him to bring the old religion of the
Jews and the Christians to the Arabs ». Karen Armstrong: Encyclopedia of
Religion, Tomson Gale, 2" ¢d 2005, NY, USA, Vol 09,p 6221.

308 o« 8T (3 Y 185 s T 8 (1)
2y «It seems that the Muslims’knowledge of the jewish scriptures was
beginning to expand during this hard period, the Qu’uran stars to tell new
stories about the previous prophets to console the Muslims which reflect the

excitement of discovery ». Ibid, p 130.
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we would surely consider him to be one of the greatest geniuses the world has
known, to create a literary masterpiece, to found a major religion and a new world

powerare not ordinary achievments. But apreciate his genius to the full, we
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must examine the society into which he has born and the forces with which he
contended ». Ibid, p 52.
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« At first the most powerfull and successful men in Mecca ignored the Muslims,
but by 616 they hade become extremely angry with Muhammad, who, they
claimed, reviled the faith of their fathers ... At this stage the Qur’an insisted that
Muhammad shoud have no political function in the city he was simply a Nadhir (a
warner) ...». Ibid, p 6222.
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« This was the core teaching of the new scripture,which became known as the
qur’an (recitation) because it was an aural revelation designed to be listened to for
the music of its language, rather than perused page by page. Most of the believers,
including Muhammad himself, were not learned, and they absorbed its teachings

by listening to public recetation of its chapters (surahsy 7. Karen Armstrong:

Encyclopedia of Religion, Vol 09,p 6221.
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«Like all meccans, Muhammad was very proud of his city, which had become a
center of finance and the most powerful settlement in Arabia”. Karen Armstrong:

Muhammad a biography of the prophet, p 45.
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« Mecca had achieved astonishing success. The city was now an international
trading center and its merchands and financiers had become rich beyond their
wildst dreams. Only a few generations earlier, their ancestors had been living a
desperate, penurious life in the intractable deserts of northern Arabia”. Karen

Armstrong: Muhammad a prophet for our time, pp 10-11.
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« It 1s often said that Islam is a religion of the desert, but this is not true, the old
tribal ethic affected the Qu’ranic message, but the new religion was first received
by the Arabs of Mecca in an atmosphere of cut-throat capitalism and high finance
... All the great religious leaders and prophets had adressed themselves to these
issues and provided their own distinctive solutions ... The prophet of Islam
brough a new religious message to the Arabs”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a

biography of the prophet, p 68.
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« It was the younger generation who responded to his message ... He could not
help noticing that many of his followers came from the lower classes. A significant
number were women, others freedmen, servents and slaves ... but he have
wondered how a movement of such perepheral people could succeed ... many of
younger generation, who were disturbed by the aggre -ssive capitalism of Mecca,

came to him for advice”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a prophet for our time,

pp: 42-43.
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« But despite their Skepticism, most of the Quraysh were content to leave
Muhammad alone. They were businessmen who hade little taste for ideological
debate, and they knew that a serious internal conflict would be bad for trade. In
any case, this little band of slaves, angry young men, and failing
merchands was no real threat and their movement would surely peter

out ». Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a prophet for our time, pp: 55-56.
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« The Quraysh would not have been shocked by monotheism perse, which was
not, after all, a new idea to them ... But in attacking the effigies that surrounded
the kabah, Muhammad implied that the Haram, on which the Meccan economy
depended, was worthless”. Karen Armstrong: Muham- mad a prophet for our

time, pp: 62-63.
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« Muhammad had now given up of converting the Meccan establishment and
realized that he must concentrate on the disaffected poorer people, who were
eager for his message”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a prophet for our time, pp:

65-66.
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« The early converts came from two particular groups: the young and the weak ...
These included abdallh ibn Ma’sud a shephered ... Khabbab ibn al-Aratt, a smith
and maker of swords; the two freedmen Suhayb ibn Sinan and Ammar ibn Yasir
. the most famous of whom was the Abyssinian Billal, who became the first
muezzin to call the faithful to prayer”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a biography
of the prophet, p:104,
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« But eventually the army arrived at Tabuk, about 250 miles north-west of
Medina ... while he was there he made pacts with the local rulers. The christian
king Yuhunna of Eilat in modern Israel paid tribute to him, as did three Jewish
settlements at Jarba and Adhruh in what is now Jordan and Magna on the Red Sea

coast ... It was a modest but significant”. Karen Armstrong:Ibid, p248.
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« It was also the end of the pagan opposition, in January 631the city of Taif the last
pagan stronghold, was forced to surrender just one year after Muhammed
had abanded his siege. Since the Hawazin had become Muhammed’s allies after
Hunayn, they had been increasingly isolated and harried until their position

was impossible”. Karen Armstrong:Ibid, p249.
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« In the case of the Qu’ran there is also the problem of translation. The beautiful
lines of Sheakespeare frequently sound banal in another language because little of
the poetry can be conveyed in a foreign idiom, and Arabic is a language that is
especially difficult to translate”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a biography of
the prophet, p:49.
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« He would perspire heavily,even on a cold day, as he turned inwards, searching
his soul for a solution to a problem, in rather the same way as a poet has to
open himself to the words that he must haul from the depths of himself to the
conscious level of his mind”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a prophet for our

time, p: 45.
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« Abu Lahab hade been hostile to Muhammad from the start, but to try to mend
relations with his nephew he had betrothed two of his sons to Muhammad’s two
daughters Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthum. But after Muhammad had finally
refused to acknowledge the banat al-llah he decided to ally himself more closely
with abd Shams, the clan of his wife, and he forced his sons to repudiate the two
women. The young, elegant muslim convert Uthman ibn Affan, however, had

long admired Ruqayyah who was the most beautiful of Muhammad’s
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daughters, and was now able to ask for her hand”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad

a biography of the prophet, p:120.

).Au.:)\f?u;l.’ ua.ﬂ\) 158u.a cL}._:L..J\@.-Jl\ :&;JMJT@JK (l)
« Muhammad had adopted the Jewish-Christian idea that only those who
professed the true faith could be saved. He had at his fingertips none of the nice

liberal answers that monotheists have devised in recent years to get round this
one”.Ibid, p136.

LV oVl e jan & adly 294 o bl a At g pen T )8 (2)
« Despite the decline of the tribal system old communal ideals were still normative
and Muhammad could not ignore this fact and produce a full-blown individualism

to satisty our present western liberal ideals — but he had made a start”. Ibid, p
251.
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« Now he seems to have had reason to believe that the mosque was a center of
disaffection” .Ibid, p 248.
A3 e gl g Mg T 7 (2)
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« It was a capital offence in the islamc empire to insult Muhammad”.Ibid, p 21.
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« There was no law against propaganda efforts by christians in the Islamic
empire, provided that they did not attack the beloved figure of the Prophet
Muhammad”.Ibid, p 22.

TS gL.afY\ o238 .293 5 (ald e A ZSJWJT 8 (D
« Ten vyears later it dominated almost the whole of Arabia and had laid the
foundations for a new Arab polity which would enable Muslims to govern a huge

empire for over a thousand years”.Ibid, p 250.
Y LSLAI\ wziy 294 o (3l e A :'CJL:MMJT S (2
« Political activity would continue to be a sacred responsibility and the later success

of the Muslim empire a sign that mankind as a whole could be redeemed”. Ibid,
p250.
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« But sometimes a Muslim would be able to build an empire by showing that he

was living and ruling by these principles”. Ibid, p 258.
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« When Muhammad presented him self to the six pilgrims from Yathrib during the
hajj of 620 ... They were not shocked by his monotheistic message. They
had lived for so long beside the Jews that they were used to the idea that there
was only one God ... For a very long time they had felt inferior to the Jews
because they had no scriptures of their own ... So they thrilled to Muhammad’s
claim that he was a prophet for the Arabs and had brought them an Arabic
Qu’ran. They made their surrender to God at once, with great hopes for

Yathrib”. Karen Armstrong: Muhammad a biography of the prophet, p:144.
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« The struggle to incarnate the Word of God in human society had also taken
Muslims to the limits of their endurance and perception, so that they had
sometimes been on the brink of despair and sometimes on the point of
abandoning Muhammad altogether. But his success proved to be the best
argument for his extraordinary and controversial policies. When Muhammad
had made the decision to fight at Badr, to expel or massacre the Jewish tribes or
to make the treaty at Hudaybiyah, he had not been inspired directly by God
but had had to ask for help and advice and use his own native wit”. Ibid, p
250.
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Le Résumeé

ASSira ou «biographie du Propheéte" et l'orientalisme n’est pas une
nouvelle discipline parce que les spécialistes, du passé a nos jours, ['ont

traité.

Dans les temps modernes, certaines études sérieuses ont apparu sur les
méthodes et approches des orientalistes a 1'égard de themes islamiques en

général et le Sira en particulier.

Beaucoup de travaux ont été publiés, spécialement en anglais, en
particulier sur le Sira et les orientalistes, précieuse et utile que ces
travaux sont, il reste encore beaucoup a faire dans l'analyse et

I'évaluation de 'orientaliste, principaux travaux sur le Sira.

Pour étudier le travail de tout chercheur individuel implique donc

nécessairement aux travaux de ses prédécesseurs.

Sur cette considération que jai choisi pour le présent travail de
nombreux travaux des. orientalistes anglais contemporains, et en
particulier, leur principaux ouvrages sur le Sira, mais tous leurs ceuvres
et les sujets qu'ils ont abordés, et j’ai choisi les ceuvres de Karen

Armstrong comme un exemple.
Pourquoi?

Une analyse et 1'évaluation de ses ceuvres nous donneraient une idée de
l'approche globale, la nouvelle vue de l'état de la meéthodologie,

'opinion des orientalistes, et de I'évolution de certaines idées et opinions



dans 'ouest et de leurs impacts et influences du passé jusqu'a I'heure

actuelle.

Dans cette étude, j’ai une analyse critique des ceuvres de nombreux
orientalistes célebres, notamment, Karen Armstrong, et j’espére réfuté
avec succes les accusations portées par eux contre la vie et le caractere du

prophete avec une érudition qui le traitement d'un tel sujet exige.

J’a1 partagé ce travail en préface, trois sections contiennent chacun plus

d'un chapitre, les résultats, index, bibliographie sélective et le contenu.

Je suis reconnaissant au Dr Abdalaziz Filali, directeur de cette étude, et a
tous les membres du jury et aux autorités de l'université d'Emir
Abdalkader en Algérie; Je suis également reconnaissant au Dr Souheil
Zakkar, sa famille, les autorités de Damas université et Bibliotheque
nationale Assad en Syrie. Je suis reconnaissant aussi a chaque membre de

ma famille en particulier ma meére.

Puisse Allah faire de ce travail et cette étude utile et nous accorder sa

bénédiction pour servir Sira.  Amen



Resume

The Sira or “biography of the Prophet”’and Orientalism is no new

subject because scholars, from the past to our times, have dealt with it.

In modern days, some serious studies have appeared on the methods
and approaches of the orientalists with regard to islamic themes in

general and the Sira in particular.

Many works have appeared, specialy in English, specifically on the Sira
and the Orientalists, valuable and useful as these works are, there still
remains a good deal to be done in analysing and evaluating the main

orientalist works on the Sira.

To study the work of any individual scholar thus necessarily involves to

the works of his predecessors.

On this consideration [ have selected for the present work many
contemporary English orientalists works, and particularly, their principal
works on the Sira not all their works and subjects they have dealt with,

and I have selected Karen Armstrong’s works as an example.
Why?

An analysis and evaluation of her works would give us an idea of the
whole approach, the new view of the state of the orientalists’

methodology, opinion, and the evolution of certain ideas and



opinions in the west and their impacts and influences from the past till

the present time.

In this study I have critically analysed the works of many famous
Orientalists, particularly, Karen Armstrong, and [ hope successfully
refuted the charges levelled by them against the life and character of the
prophet with an erudition which the treatment of such a subject

requires.

[ have devided this work into preface, three sections every one contain

more than one chapter, results, index, select bibliography and contents.

[ am grateful to Dr abdalaziz filali, manager of this study, and the
authorities of Emir Abdalkader univesity in Algeria; [ am gratetul also to
Dr Souheil Zakkar, his family, the authorities of Damascus university
and Assad National Library in Syria. I am thankful too to every member

of my family particular my mother.

May Allah make this work and this study useful and grant us for the

serving of the Sira. Amen
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