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Blissful view of the Hadithi status of the Great Imam
"Abu Hanifa""

Ahmed Ragab Ahmed Adawi
Department of Hadith and its Sciences
Faculty of Fundamentals of Religion and Islamic
Da'wa in Tanta
Al-Azhar University
Ahmedadawi.2027@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

Imam Abu Hanifa al-Nu'man bin Thabit, known as the
Great Imam, one of the greatest scholars of Islam and the
founder of Hanafi school of Sunni jurisprudence, which has
remained the most widely practiced law school in the Sunni
tradition in the Islamic world. Every Muslim needs to know
the great Hadithi status of this Imam as he is known for his
jurisprudence status.

One of the reasons for choosing this topic is that some
people thought that, when they read some of the things that
scholars avoided and warned about, the imam'’s status in Hadith
science is low so this research has been introduced to correct
this misunderstanding, and to demonstrate the great Hadithi
status of this Imam. This research includes an introduction
states the reasons for choosing this topic and its importance.

The first chapter, entitled (General Definition of Imam
Abu Hanifa), provides the identification of his name, lineage,
type of amity, and his birth in order to indicate the imam's
generation class "Sunni branch of Islam™ and whether its chain
of transmission was connected or not.

The second chapter, entitled (Imam Abu Hanifa as
educated and educater), addressed the effect of the private and
public scientific environment on the formation and genius of
the scientific characteristic of Imam Abu Hanifa. This chapter
demonstrated that Imam Abu Hanifa, may Allah be pleased
with him, was a follower "Tabi" (the generation of Muslims
who followed the Companions of the Prophet Muhammad
"sahabah"), and indicated the large number of trips conducted
by Imam Abu Hanifa for seeking knowledge. This chapter
proved the abundance of its sheikhs as they reached four
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thousand sheikhs, how Imam Abu Hanifa formed a strong
scientific school that included hardworking scholars who
received knowledge of jurisprudence and Hadith, and how he
taught and lecture them with a unique and creative approach.
These all stand as an evidence of the greater mastery of
endurance and performance of Imam Abu Hanifa, and his
description as highly commendable and praising.

Then, the third chapter, which is considered the core of
the topic and research, which is entitled (Explaining the
position of Imam Abu Hanifa in the science of Hadith through
the praise of scholars on him). The third chapter has been
divided into five theses, the first of which is that Imam Abu
Hanifa was described the highest degrees of modification by
more than thirty scholars and he preserved the chains of
transmission of many of them, some of which are sound, good,
or multi-chains. The second of which not only demonstrated
the great status of Imam Abu Hanifa but also showed that his
chain of transmission is the most authentic chains of
transmission and those who said so from the scholars and
traditionists.

The third thesis of this chapter explained the terms of the
modification stated by the scholars on defending Imam Abu
Hanifa. Because when some had said inappropriate sayings
regarding Imam Abu Hanifa, and many ancient and modern
scholars not only have avoided them but also warned against
them, it is necessary to indicate this topic and clarify some
reasons therefor.

The fourth thesis addressed several things indicate that
Imam Abu Hanifa has a great status in the science of Hadith.

The fifth thesis demonstrated the large number of Imam
Abu Hanifa's hadith and that there are many chains of
transmission were collected for him. Lastly, the conclusion
includes the death of Imam Abu Hanifa and the most important
findings of the research.

Previous studies: Numerous books were written on the
morals of the Great Imam Abu Hanifa al-Nu'man between
lengthy and brief, such as the lives of Abu Hanifa and his
companions "Akhbar Abu Hanifa w Ashabeh™ by al-Samari,
Tabeed Al-Saheefah by Imam Al-Suyuti, the Good Deeds "Al-
Khayrat Al-Hissan" by Ibn Hajar al-Hitami, the Morals of
Imam Abu Hanifa and his both companions "Manaquip Al-
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Imam Abu Hanifa w Sahbayh™ by Imam Al-Dhahabi, the
strings of pearls "Uqud Al-Juman™ by Al-Sali Al-Shami, and
many others.

However, | did not find anyone who concluded a
research to explain the Hadithi position of Imam Abu Hanifa
except a research of the scholar Muhammad Abdul Rashid Al-
Numani entitled "The status of Abi Hanifa in Hadith" which is
mentioned in the references of this research. The above-
mentioned research by Muhammad Abdul Rashid Al-Numani
was not divided into chapters but points, some of which lead to
other, and was filled out approximately ()¢ +) pages, with great
benefits. | derived benefit from that research in some respects
as stipulated in my research, but most of the interest in this
book was by transmitting of the late imams such as Al-Mizzi,
Al-Dhahabit and others, may Allah have mercy on them. With
their transmission being longer, it may take up all or
sometimes most interpretation.

Instead, this research contains more detailed
transmissions of the modern and late, and clarifies the
attribution of many chains of transmission to their Sayers, with
a good arrangement, and Allah is the one who provides
success.

Keywords: Abu Hanifa — The Great — Status — Hadithi —
Blissful
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