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Hadith scholars have been keen to highlight unusual chains of transmission (isnad gharib) due to their
significant impact on determining the authenticity of a hadith in terms of acceptance or rejection. Judging
such chains is not within the capabilities of most hadith scholars, but rather requires expertise and deep
knowledge in the field of hadith studies.

This research focuses on collecting, tracing, and analyzing the hadiths that al-Baghawi deemed unusual
in his book, Sharh al-Sunnah, and on evaluating their authenticity. It also examines the concept of the
unusual hadith and its development, employing both inductive and analytical methods.

The researcher arrived at several conclusions, the most prominent of which are:

The number of hadiths that al-Baghawi judged to be gharib (strange) reached one hundred and thirty-
five, including sahih (authentic), hasan (good), and da'if (weak). The earlier scholars did not agree on a single
term for gharib, as its names and terms were numerous, and they mostly criticized it. The later scholars
considered it to be what was narrated by only one narrator, and itis not always judged to be weak, but it may
be sahih or hasan. It is part of the methodology of hadith scholars to be deliberate in judging gharib. Al-
Baghawi did not consider gharib to mean only being narrated by one narrator, but a hadith may be
considered gharib if there is a weak narrator in its chain of transmission. Al-Baghawi relied heavily on al-
Tirmidhi's judgment in judging the gharib of a hadith, and he rarely made a judgment on his own. Most of
his judgments agreed with the judgments of scholars in explaining the degree of a hadith, and his breadth of

knowledge was prominent and superior among hadith scholars.

Keywords: (Prophetic Hadith, strangeness, Al-Baghawi, explanation of the Sunnah).
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