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An Approach to observe the Hadiths of Major Sin Offenders
(Imam Al-Nawawy as a Model)
An Analytical Study
By:
1- Ahmed Youssef Al-Nassaf
Associate Professor
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The General Authority of Applied Education and Training
The State of Kuwait
(Senior Researcher)
&
2- Abdul-Aziz Rasheed Al-Ayoub
Associate Professor
Faculty of Basic Education
The General Authority of Applied Education and Training
The State of Kuwait
(Junior Researcher)
Abstract
This research handles an important doctrinal issue around which the Muslim
groups held diverse views; namely that of the believers who commit major sins.
Some of those groups have accused those offenders of utter disbelief while
others saw that such believers could hardly be called to account for such deeds.
The research at hand has originally followed the approach of the Sunnah which
supports the viewpoint that the major sin offender could be forgiven by Almighty
Allah or else he could be tortured according to Allah’s will but evidently, he is
destined to dwell in paradise. Despite referring to the evidence, quoted from
Sunnah, on accusing the major sin offenders of disbelief, this research has also
collected the most important clues on disbelief and drew attention to their correct
orientation in accordance with the approach of the Sunnah. The main purpose of
this research then is to identify the methodology and approach of observing these
Hadiths and the like. Therefore, the focus falls on the approach of Imam Yahia
Bin Sharaf Al-Nawawy of handling those Hadiths due to his great academic
value and his keenness to expose this issue in his explanation of Imam Bukhari’s
Sahih as well as Imam Muslim’s. Not a single correlated Hadith could be dropped
without a comment and a correct orientation so as to create harmony with other
clues under the umbrella of the Sunnah.
Key words: doctrinal issues, the approach of the Sunnah, clues, major sin
offenders.
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