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AL-IMAM MUSLIM'S METHODOLOGY OF CRITICISM IN HIS BOOK
"AL-JAMI AL-SAHIH".
By
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ABSTRACT

The significance of the paper springs from two reasons. The first is that it deals with
Imam Muslim's Hadith book (Al-Sahih) — the second authentic book after the Noble
Qur'an. The second is that the topic is concerned with the claim of flaws mentioned by
Muslim himself about some narrations in his book, other claims of flaws to which he did
not pay attention, and others of complete denial of any depreciating flaws. Therefore,
there has been a need for a scholarly study that makes clear his methodology of
explaining flaws; whether he mentions flawed Hadiths in his book; if he does, how and
why he does it; and whether he was aware of the other scholars' criticisms.

The paper tracks the Hadiths and narrations criticised by some scholars for flaws, as
well as those narrations believed by other scholars to have been reported by Muslim to
show their flaws for reasons related to the chain or text of the Hadith.

The paper is divided into two chapters. Chapter One addresses the theoretical aspect
of the issue. The general methodology of the Imam in his book; the scholars' opinion
with regard to Muslim's criticism of narrations; and his methodology in dealing with
flaws in the book are discussed.

Chapter Two practically investigates the flawed narrations reported by Muslim, as
well as his approach in reporting, arranging, demonstrating and benefiting from them.

It is concluded that the book is worth calling (Al-Sahih) — i.e. the Authentic. Muslim
mentions some flaws in a similar way to other compilers of Hadith who demonstrate and
draw attention to flaws in their books. Furthermore, the general features of his

methodology in mentioning and drawing attention to flaws are listed.



