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Abstract

"Jami'u l~Tirmithy" has been considered one of +the most
well—known Sunna resource books that deal with +the Profet's
'hadith' . This source book has been distinguished by its
distinctive approach for detecting defective 'hadith®
attributed to the profet by persons whose truthfulness was non
fully estabiishhed. Al- Tirmithy was the firs£ who discussed
the notions of 'tru thful' and ‘'defective' ‘hadith' . He ,
therefore ', classified 'hadith' into 'truthful' and ‘'defective
! and,begén his book with 'hadiths' whose ascription was nﬁt
fully grounded , pointing out their defects and sorting the
*truthful' from the ascribed.

The book is, thus, based on ‘'ahadith’ (Plural hadith)
ascribed to persons/reporters who were neither suspected nor
immoderate , but were well-known for their honesty and
knowledge.

Al-Tirmithy set up an approach for reporting the 'hadith' .

He noted +that +the characteristics of ‘'truthfulness® and

'‘defectiveness' are to be con;idered relative, are +to Dbe
considered relative, and that not all 'ahadith' can be taken as
true, and not all defective ones can be taken so. There are
constrains ‘and pre—requisite qualities essential for
classifying reported ‘'hadith®

Signjificance Of the Study

The significance of this study lies in +the fact -that it

records the steps and procedures of Al-TirmiihLr's approach as

well as the terms used in such approach.
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The study also focuses on ‘ahadith' ascribed to persons

viewed as suspected, but the credibility of such 'ahadith' was

improved by providing factual evidence.

Related Literature

The following related works were reviewed

1~

Shrh 'ilal Al- Tirmithy : by Rajab Al-Hanbaly (died 795

H.). Al-Hanbaly dealt with Al-Tirmithy's work by explaning,
clarifying, criticizing, and exemplifying. He also
discusses Al-Tirmith's approach with regard to the
principle of 'Isnad' (Ascription).

Various source books which deal with the same subject .
Such sources dealt in a general and hurried way
Kl-Tirmithy's approach without giving guidance as to to the
characterizing features due to it. Their discussins were
fragﬁentary and too general.

The most recent critical work was Kitab Al-Muwazana Bayna

Jami' il-Tirmithy wa Bayna Al-Sahihayn by Noor Al-Deen

. Atar. The author compares - Al-Tirmithy’s approach in

Ascription with those of Al-Bukhary and Moslim. He points
out the distinguishing traits of Al-Tirmmithy's and its

advantages over other approaches

The present study focuses mainly on bringing into focus

the characteristic features of Al-Tirmithy's independent

approach in detecting defectiveness in 'hadith' . The study
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c
is -intended to complement Al-Atar's work in  his
Al-Muwazana and to contribute to the state of the art by
shedding 1light on a scholarly approach adopted by

Al-Tirmithy
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